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Council to Increase Quersight of Schao!s

By Lonr Anatawn
and Axn Manigow
Fishingion Rt Seafl Fricers

t was a 21-woed sealence in

il edghlpage press Tcllme

-ahout passage of

ery Coumty's §3.9 h']lnun
husdget, bl il said far more about
the evolving relationship between
the County Council and the coun-
t¥ Board of Edueation.

Along with the $1.85 hillion
the council approved for the
udmo!mm—a?dpemnun-
crease over [he previous year
“the council also holstered its
oversight capacity by adding two
amalysts to excluslvely focus on
the Mostgaterny County Public
R s il

.4 A ight”™
comes as some County Councl
members have begun to supgest
there should be claser acretiny of
school aystem c;per.um-u — 1
semtiment likely foeled by the re-
cent hattle over Seven Locks Ele-
mentary School

The council amd schoal baard
spent several months battling
aver the best apot to balld an ele-
mentary schood Lo ease crowding
among Potamac area elementary

schools.
Affer the independent
inspector released a e

port in February that questionsd
whether the schoal system’s
to build a school on Kemndale Bosad
was the besl, mosl cost-effective
alternative, the County Comngil
witmaonﬂwp:ﬂm
uent report by & |0u1l
councischool board task
did not endorse & site I:nul !I.E
gested that Kendale was the
cheapest alternative next to shat.
Tocke campus 1 dpersing o
campas apersing
students to other schsols. But by
thes, most council memihers were
comvinced Kendale was not the
amswer, and the plan was killed.
The two bodies Ll]h.mal'.elj.
resched a COMPTOoMise on
building plan. A school will b-e
built at the current Bells Mill Ele-
mentary School site, and Seven
Locks Elementary will get addi-
tianal classroom space and & gy,
There also will be relief for stu-
denits ab Potomaec Elementary.
Bat even as school board mem-
bers amd the Coonty Councl
matde up the day the deal was
struck, the budget item sends a
clear : The desire for
Ta0re t Trves an.
An Ervin Run for Coumncil?
County Council President
George L. Leventhal told staff
members &t an anneal phenbe last

week that kis top aide, Valerle Er-
win, plans to resdge June 9. The
announcement set aff speculation
that Ervin, & member of the
achool Board, is preparing to ran
for the council s=at heing vacated
by Tom Perez (D-Silver Spring),
who is runndeg for state stlorney

Leventhal declined to ocom-
ment on the chatter, saving,
“When she's ready o discuss
with the press her next step,
she'll da that™

If Ervin, 2 resident of Silver
Spring, deckles o enter the Tace,
she will join at keast two others
wying for the District 5 seat Tako-
s Park Cily Council member boy
Austin-lane aral Silver Spring res-
ident Hans Riemar, political direc-
tor for the mosprotit Rock the
Vate,

Ruben Makes Magarine List

Washinglonian magazine has
sused loagiime state Sen, Ida 6.
Ruben (D)) ome of the 100 “most
powerful wamin® in the region.

Huhen, president pro tem of
the Maryland Senate, is 8 mem-
ber of a list that includes Supremes
Court Justice Ruth Bader Gims-
burg, former secretary of state
Madeleine Albright and Sen. Hilla-
ry Roddbam Clinten (D-N.Y.).

T just could mat heliewe my

= eyes,” Rubem said in 2 news re-
lease from her campaign. “IL is
very hombling ™
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